SEMINAR WORKBOOK

Good Soi lﬂ E

Evangelism & Discipleship Training

GOODSOIL




@ GOODSOIL

Published by
Good Soil Evangelism and Discipleship

ISBN: 978-1-951672-24-9

Copyright © 2007-2022
Good Soil Evangelism and Discipleship
Third Edition

Association of Baptists for World Evangelism
P.O. Box 8585
Harrisburg, PA 17105 USA

All rights reserved. No portion of this book
may be reproduced in any form without the
written permission of the publisher.

All Scripture quotations are taken from the
New King James Version* (NKJV*) of the Bible
(Thomas Nelson, Inc.). Bold words

are treated this way for emphasis.

Printed in the United States of America.

Authors: Good Soil Evangelism and Discipleship Team
Graphic Design: Farr Miller Design
Stock Photography: gettyimages.com

Email: Inffo@GoodSoil.com
Web: GoodSoil.com
Phone: 1.888.299.2293



Good Soil

Evangelism & Discipleship Training

@ GOODSOIL



Contents

DEFINING GOOD SOIL ..ot 4
THE GOOD SOIL E&D SCALE ... 6
The Simplified SCale. 6
The VertiCal Dim N SiON . e e e 7
Understanding & Applying the Good Soil Scale ..o 8
The Horizontal Dimension: Understanding-Receptivity Matrix...................... 9
INITIAL CONTACT EVANGELISM & RELATIONAL EVANGELISM........................ 10
Evangelism: Is it a Process or a Single Point-in-Time Event?........................ 10

Reasons Unbelievers Don't Understand the Gospel....ccoooiiiiiiic, 12
WORLDVIEW NOISE ... .o e 13
Helping Unbelievers Understand 8 Gospel ConceptsS...cvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienns 13
Case Studies From the Early Church......cooiiii 14
How Dense is the Worldview Noise in Your Host Culture?............ooooooiiinnni. 21
Wolrdview Noise and False Beliefs. ... 22
I'm an OnNioN. YOU'Te a@n ONiON. . e 23
Worldview Onion Peeling TO ... 24
Building Redemptive RelatioNsShips. oo 25
Gospel Knowledge DefiCienCesS. .o 26
COMMONLY USED GOSPEL PRESENTATIONS ... 27
Evaluating a Gospel Presentation. ..o 27
What if We Begin with Jesus in Level 1 (Tilling Evangelism)?..........ccooeivni. 28
0 X 1 29
EVANGELISM FOR WORLDVIEW PENETRATION. ...t 31
Explaining God's Redemptive Plan.....coiiiiii e 31
Two Common Ways to Study Theology and Present the Gospel.................. 32
TOOLS FOREVANGELISM ... 33
Penetrating Worldview at the Tilling Level.....ccoooii, 33
Teaching the Bible's Plotline. ... 34
The Story of Hope: Discovering the Provision in God’s Plan........................ 35
Additional ChronoBible Evangelism ReSOUICeS.....cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeeeea 38
Selecting the Most Appropriate Evangelism Resource.........cocoooveviiiiiininnnn. 39

] Info@GoodSoil.com



REapPING EVANG e IS M. e 40
THE STORY OF HOPE: Discovering the Provision in God’'s Plan.................... 41
Presenting the Chronological Bridge to Life (ChronoBridge)..........ccceevevnnnnn. 41
Challenge to a Personal Faith ReSpoNSe ..o, 42
Free INStrucCtional GUIES . i e 43

BasiC Steps tO DisSCiPleSNi .. 44
THE WAY TO JOY: Pursuing Basic Steps to Discipleship................................ 45
LessoN T — The JOY Of HOP i 45
LessoNSs 2-T0 — THE WaAY O JOY . 46
Structuring and Practicing Your Faith Story...ccovviii 47
Free INnstructional GUIdES. ..o 49
ADDITIONAL TOOLS FOR DISCIPLESHIP.......c.ooiiiii e 50
Developing YoUr E&D LiSt. i 50
Gaining GrounNd With GooOd SOl .. e 51
Ot B RS OUI G S ittt e e e e e 52

"Big ldeas” Of GOOd SO0l 54
GOOD SOIL DISTINCTIVES ... e, 55
SeeinNg it TRIOUGN ..o 55
Presenting Good SOil... 56
Setting the Learning ENVironNmMent ... 60
ESSENTIALS OF A TRULY EVANGELISTIC CHURCH..................cociii 61
Understanding the Model ... 61
The First ESSential .o 63
SeeiNg It TRIOUGN e 64

© 2022 Good Soil E&D



Contents

Good Soil Evangelism & Discipleship ReSOUICeS....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeea S-1
Word Studies for the Three Good Soil Verbs. ..o, S-2
Worldview Noise — A Closer Look at Worldview in Athens...............ooee.. S-5
What Must | (Really) DO to Be Saved .. S-6
My Personal Faith Story.. S-13
Chronological Sequence Faith Story — An Example......c.coooiiiiiiiiin, S-14
Overview and Flashback Faith Story — An Example.....cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiinn.. S-15
Observations from the Good Soil E&D Scale....cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiii S-16
Good Soil E&D — Disclaimers and Affirmations.........coooiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii S-18

] Info@GoodSoil.com






Info@GoodSoil.com



Why Good Soil?

MATTHEW 13

3 Then He spoke many things to them in parables,

saying: “Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed,
some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and
devoured them.

5 Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much
earth; and they immediately sprang up because they had no

depth of earth. 6 But when the sun was up they were scorched,

and because they had no root they withered away.
7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and
choked them.

8 But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
9 He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

© 2022 Good Soil E&D

But whatis “good soil”
evangelism & discipleship?

We are going to let Jesus
define “good soil” for us, but
first it is important to know
that Jesus probably spoke this
parable many times in various
places. And when He spoke,
Jesus used the Hebrew or the
Aramaic language. So it’s no
wonder that the Holy Spirit
led Matthew, Mark, and Luke
to use three different Greek
words to give three distinct but
interrelated nuances of the full
meaning of what Jesus meant
by “good soil.”



INTRODUCTION — DEFINING GOOD SOIL

Beginning with Matthew’s Account

Match the following passages to the numbered statements

15

» LUKES

N MARK 4:20

= MATTHEW 13:23

But the ones that fell on the good
ground are those who, having
heard the word with a noble and
good heart, keep it* and bear fruit
with patience.

1 CORINTHIANS 11:2
1 CORINTHIANS 15:2

*Greek katecho = katéxw (kat-ekh'-0)

The word literally means to hold
something down; in a positive sense it
means to hold it tightly so as to protect it
from being taken away.

HEBREWS 10:23

But these are the ones sown on
good ground, those who hear the
word, accept it,* and bear fruit:
some thirtyfold, some sixty, and
some a hundred.

ACTS 15:4

1 TIMOTHY 5:19
*Greek paradechomai = mapadéxomal
(par-ad-ekh'-0-mi)

The word dechomai (receive) is intensified
by the prefix para (near or by one’s side),
thus it conveys the idea of embracing.

HEBREWS 12:6

But he who received seed on the
good ground is he who hears the
word and understands it,* who
indeed bears fruit and produces:
some a hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty.

MATTHEW 13:19
LUKE 24:44-45
ACTS 28:26

*Greek suniemi = guvinmi (soon-ee'-

ay-mee)

The word literally means to send or bring
together, thus in this case to mentally put
things together so as to comprehend or
make sense of it.

ACTS 28:27

3a. Our human role is to “hold fast” but
the encouraging thing to know is that
God'’s role is to remain faithful to the
promises He has given us.

3b. Those who are truly saved will hold
firmly to God’s Word.

3c. It’s a praiseworthy thing for
believers to hold on to the teachings
that have been passed on to them by
the person who discipled them.

2a. This word carries the idea of
welcoming something or someone into
one’s presence—a warm and friendly
reception.

2b. This word is also used to describe
the act of adoption, when a father
lovingly acknowledges a child as his
own.

2c. This word is also used to describe
the action of accepting something as
being true and valid.

1a. Sometimes people hear and see but
do not understand.

1b. Sometimes people with a lot of
Bible knowledge do not understand
it (“put it all together” so as to make
clear sense).

1c. Sometimes lack of understanding
is a “calloused or dull or hard heart”
problem.

1d. People who hear but don’t
understand are spiritually vulnerable.

REGENERATION (new birth) occurs instantaneously at a single point in time, but there /s a sense in which

conversion is a gradual process that leads up to regeneration.

5 =

Q Discuss: In what sense is conversion a gradual process leading to regeneration?

Info@GoodSoil.com



INTRODUCTION — THE GOOD SOIL E&D SCALE

The Simplified Scale

Sanctification

LUKE 8:15
RETAIN

REPENTS AND TRUSTS JESUS Regeneration

MARK 4:20
EMBRACE

Conviction

MATTHEW 13:23
UNDERSTAND

Revelation
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INTRODUCTION — THE GOOD SOIL E&D SCALE

The Vertical Dimension

15

LUKE S8

MARK 4:20

MATTHEW 13:23

>
e Serves in leadership roles m
o LEADERSHIP
>
° Spiritual giftedness confirmed | +11 DEVELOPMENT
B Disciples new and immature believers
) EQUIPPING
>
° Deepens Bible/theology knowledge DISCIPLESHIP
“»
Participates in Christian service +8
FOLLOW-UP
Identifies with Christ in baptism DISCIPLESHIP
Sanctification
Identifies with other believers .
5
— ) ) 3
= Witnesses to unbelievers I
= >
o . . . o
- Experiences sin and confession +4 <
Q
Begins Bible reading and prayer =
Gains assurance of salvation _C
Experiences initial life changes L
-~ o
REPENTS AND TRUSTS JESUS Regeneration ‘t 43
&
Counts cost of a faith response | )
REAPING =
2 Confronted with a faith response n EVANGELISM
5 7. Persuade
_ Senses personal spiritual conviction n 6. Personalize
5. Clarify 8.
Understands some gospel concepts* g
PN : S
N Interested in Jesus and the gospel PLANTING =
= ,, EVANGELISM L 2
S Exposed to other Christian concepts ) ) Conviction 2
o 4. Establish uniqueness of Jesus g
= . . * [
Realizes there is only one true God 3. Teach gospel concepts
Vulnerable to false religious beliefs TILLING
Seeks to fill personal spiritual void n 2L R
— 2. Challenge core worldview
° Senses personal spiritual emptiness m 1. Model love and pray
[0
- Aware of higher Power or powers n Canerl and
) Special
Born with a God-vacuum Eevelkiien
HUMAN SPIRITUAL RESPONSES OUR ROLES GOD’S ROLES

*Basic gospel concepts =
God, man, sin, death (as divine judgment), Christ, cross (including resurrection), faith, and life (spiritual, eternal).

The original concept for this scale was created by Viggo Sogaard and later revised by James F. Engel and called the Engel Scale.



INTRODUCTION — THE GOOD SOIL E&D SCALE

Understanding & Applying the Good Soil Scale

IN YOUR SMALL GROUP, STUDY THE GOOD SOIL E&D SCALE.

Q Discuss: If you were explaining this scale to other believers, what
are eight concepts that you would want to be sure that they did
not miss? List them below. Then, put check marks beside the two
concepts on your list that you think are most important.

Be prepared to share and explain these two concepts.

D (Example) E&D is a divine-human partnership.

Think of the Good Soil E&D Scale in relationship to the experiences of: (1) your own
spiritual journey (2) someone you have led to Christ and discipled, or (3) someone with
whom you are currently working.

Share: Explain your Good Soil Scale story with others in your small group.

© 2022 Good Soil E&D = 8



INTRODUCTION — THE GOOD SOIL E&D SCALE

The Horizontal Dimension: Understanding -Receptivity Matrix

RECEPTIVITY
MARK 4:20 (HEART AND WILL)

> REPENTS AND

closed open TRUSTS JESUS

-12 -11 -10 -9 -8 -7 -6 -5 -4 -3 -2 -1 A
| | | | | | | |
Counts cost of a faith response

... Confronted with a falth response n
.. Senses personal spiritual conviction “
.. Understands some gospel concepts n

Interested in Jesus and the gospel

Exposed to other Christian concepts

Realizes there is only one true God

(QVAH) £8:ST MAH.LLVIN
ONIANV.LSIIANN

Vulnerable to false religious beliefs
Seeks to fill personal spiritual void
Senses personal spiritual emptiness
Aware of higher Power or powers

Born with a God-vacuum

Adapted from the Gray Matrix by Frank Gray of Far East Broadcasting Company

Think of one person that you know who is most likely not a true believer—not saved.
Place an X in the Understanding-Receptivity Matrix above to indicate where
you think this person is in his/her:

1. Understanding of the gospel and

2. Receptivity toward embracing the gospel.

@ Be prepared to discuss this question: In addition to the work of God’s Spirit, what do you
think this person needs most in his/her “conversion process” in order for him/her to trust
Jesus Christ and be born into God’s family?

o = Info@GoodSoil.com



INTRODUCTION —INITIAL CONTACT EVANGELISM & RELATIONAL EVANGELISM

Evangelism: Is It a Process or a Single Point-in-Time Event?

If the conversion of unbelievers can be viewed as a gradual process that leads to the instantaneous
point of regeneration, in what sense is evangelism both a process and a point-in-time event?

u In what sense is evangelism a process?
u In what sense can evangelism be thought of as a single point-in-time event?

Continue to proclaim
and teach the gospel,
with ongoing appeals

D Continue to proclaim and
teach the gospel, with ongoing

Initial Contact appeals for a faith response

Evangelism for a faith response
emphasizes one

climactic point Continue to focus on Share the gospel in its

in evangelism. overcoming the unbeliever’s entirety in a ripe opportunity

and encourage a faith
response

points of gospel resistance

Continue to share more of
the gospel in a loving and
factual manner

Continued contacts with the
unbeliever where possible

Sow gospel seeds by
appropriately introducing
spiritual issues

Refocus evangelistic
communication as per the
unbeliever’s response

Develop a genuine
caring friendship through

Share the gospel in its
entirety with a challenge

for faith response reoccurring contacts D
Relational
Establish initial contact Establish initial contact Evangelism

through an unexpected through an unexpected

emphasizes the

or planned encounter or planned encounter .
entire process
of evangelism.

Study the Initial Contact Evangelism and Relational Evangelism Visual
u Be prepared to explain Intial Contact Evangelism.
m Place a check mark in the box (above “Initial Contact”) when
you understand this concept clearly.
u Be prepared to explain Relational Evangelism.
u Place a check mark in the box (above “Relational Evangelism™)
when you understand this concept clearly.
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INTRODUCTION —INITIAL CONTACT EVANGELISM & RELATIONAL EVANGELISM

Evangelism: Is It a Process or a Single Point-in-Time Event?

Initial Contact
Evangelism

Relational
Evangelism

@ Consider:

1. When is initial contact evangelism most appropriate?
2. What are some dangers associated with this approach?
3. When is relational evangelism most appropriate?

4. What are some dangers associated with this approach?

How should the Good Soil Vertical-Horizontal Matrix (pg.9) help you decide whether the
most appropriate method of evangelism to use with a specific unbeliever is Initial Contact
Evangelism or Relational Evangelism?
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